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If you missed the Neohio Awards 
Banquet you missed some very good 
food	and	a	 great	time.	 This	 year	 the	
weather cooperated and there was 
no	snow.	Last	year	we	had	snow	that	
was measured by “the foot” and cold 
in	 the	 negative	 Fahrenheit	 range.		
Art Brow and Chuck Stoddard were 
inducted	into	the	Neohio	Hall	of	Fame.		
If you know of a Neohio member that 
is worthy of being inducted into the 
Neohio	 Hall	 of	 Fame,	 let	 Dorothy	
Harrington	 know.	 You	 will	 need	 to	
submit a list of their achievements to 
the	 committee,	 not	 just	 their	 name.		
Dorothy	 has	 a	 great	 group	 and	 they	
do	a	wonderful	job.		

Driver	 physicals	 will	 be	 conducted	
by	 Doc	 Saddleton	 this	 year	 on	 April	
17	 from	 10	 to	 noon	 at	 Track	 First	
located	 at	 6381	 Chittendon	 Road,	
Hudson,	OH.		Donations	of	$50	will	be	
accepted.	 	Anyone	 interested	 should	

contact	 Debbie	 LaFond	 at	 440-946-
2207	 or	 fastlady1026@yahoo.com.	
Annual	tech	will	also	be	at	Track	First	
the	same	day.	Contact	Debbie	for	time	
for	annual	tech.	Many	thanks	to	Track	
First	for	the	use	of	their	facilities.

Pablo Chois and the solo group have 
an	 event	 in	 conjunction	 with	 Track	
First	at	Pitt-Race	 in	April.	Check	with	
the	Solo	group	for	more	information.

Bob	MacDonald	 has	 taken	 charge	 of	
the Tire Rack Street Survival and it 
looks	 like	 we	may	 initially	 have	 two	
events scheduled with the possibility 
of	 more.	 These	 are	 not	 a	 racing	
event	 or	 school.	 They	 are	 accident	
avoidance	 training	 for	 teens.	 He	
will	 need	 instructors,	 so	 if	 you	 are	
interested,	get	in	contact	with	Bob	for	
requirements	 and	 training	 specifics.		
I remember the TRSS that Neohio 

Upcoming Events

Tech	Inspections	& 
Driver	Physicals

April 17

Neohio Solo School at 
Pitt	Race
April 30

Annual Tech Inspections/Driver Physicals

Track	 First	 located	 at	 6381	
Chittenden	 Road	 in	 Hudson	 will	
host	the	Neohio	Tech	Inspections.	
Inspectors will perform annual 
tech	 inspections	 on	 Sunday,	 April	
17	from	10	until	1.

Appointments	 are	 not	 necessary,	
however,	 if	 you	 need	 a	 logbook	
issued	 for	 a	 new	 car,	 please	
contact us in advance so we have 

a separate area set up for you as 
these	take	longer.

Doc	Saddleton	will	be	available	for	
Driver	 Physicals	 on	 Sunday,	 April	
17	 from	 10	 to	 noon.	 	 Donations	
of	 $50	 accepted.	 Contact	 Debbie	
LaFond	 for	 an	 appointment	 time	
(440-946-2207	 or	 fastlady1026@
yahoo.com.)	

Maurice	LaFond	&	Debbie	LaFond

Continued on page 8.
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R.E. & Club Office 
Jim Green 
330-348-3749 
Jim_green@windstream.net

Assistant R.E. 
Kerry Klotzman 
(216) 469-0190 
kerry@alphapark.com 

Treasurer 
Joe Blaha 
9408 Trivue Circle, Apt A 
Twinsburg, OH 44087 
ADdrummerdude@neo.rr.com

Recording Secretary 
Jeff Blumenthal 
(216) 469-0341 
jblumenthal@bbappliance.com

Membership Secretary 
Tara Oram 
216-272-2487 
toe002@gmail.com

Trustees 
Gail Green '16 
gailbgreen@icloud.com

Bob Nick '16 
(440) 789-8995 
rhnick38@gmail.com

Scott Lunder '16 
scott_lunder@yahoo.com

Joe Blaha '17 
ADdrummerdude@neo.rr.com

Kerry Klotzman ‘17 
(216) 469-0190 
kerry@alphapark.com

Jim Pracker '17 
(440) 338-1222 
1amps@windstream.net

Pablo Chois, '18 
440-804-4236 (cell) 
pablo.chois@gmail.com

Dave Lancaster, '18 
(440) 796-8214 
dave.lancaster@tennantco.com

Bob MacDonald '18 
(216) 509-6671 
bob@
impactcommunications.com

Specialty Chiefs

Novice Licenses  
Jim Pracker 
(440) 338-1222 
1amps@windstream.net 

Registrar & Pointskeeper 
Dorothy Harrington 
216-390-2856 
doubledlh@hotmail.com

Tech Inspection 
Maurice LaFond 
440-946-2207  
mrl1070@yahoo.com

Timing & Scoring  
Brenda Nick 
brenda.j.nick@gmail.com

Sound Control 
Gary Bargerstock 
724-527-5686 
phototaker69@comcast.com

Pit & Paddock 
Bill Stewart 
888-927-9806 
bstewart@sccaonline.net

Flagging & Communications 
OPEN 

Emergency Services 
OPEN

Rally Chair 
Greg Lester 
330-836-9003 
WGregoryLester@gmail.com

Solo Chair 
Pablo Chois 
440-804-4236 (cell) 
pablo.chois@gmail.com

Rally Cross Chair 
OPEN

Street Survival 
Bob MacDonald 
(216) 509-6671 
bob@
impactcommunications.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Laura O’Neill 
330-467-4472 
oneill397@windstream.net

Web Master 
Duane	Harrington 
neohio.webmaster@gmail.com 
http://neohioscca.com/

 
Track Contacts

Nelson Ledges Road Course 
Todd Karam 
216-224-6901 
info@motoseries.com

Mid-Ohio Sports Car Course  
419-884-2295

Monthly Meetings

Neohio Board meetings are 
held the first Tuesday of each 
month. Any exceptions will 
be published in The Blower.

Meetings are held at 7:00 
PM in the private room at 
Winking Lizard, 25200 Miles 
Road, Bedford Heights, OH 
44146. Members and guests 
are welcome and encouraged 
to attend.

Membership meeting dates 
and times are published in 
The Blower.

The Blower

The Neohio Blower is the 
official publication of 
the Neohio Region, Inc., 
Sports Car Club of America. 
Material in this issue may 
be reproduced by other 
regions of the SCCA without 
specific permission, if proper 
acknowledgment of both 
source and author is given. 
All other reproduction 
requires specific permission 
of the Neohio Regional 
Executive. All photos are 
copyrighted to the owner 
and may not be reproduced 
without expressed written 
permission of the owner.

Articles for publication in The 
Blower may be submitted in 
most Windows based word 
processing formats. You may 
mail or e-mail material to the 
editor or Jim Green at Jim_
green@windstream.net by 
the last day of each month.

Neohio SCCA Website
www.neohioscca.com

Neohio

CoNtaCts

Contributors:

Jeff Blumenthal, Marvin Gray, Jim Green, Debbie 
LaFond, Maurice LaFond, Bob MacDonald, Bill Snow

Great Lakes Division Website 
http://www.greatlakes-scca.org/

Steve Harris 
Director	–	Area	4 
Great	Lakes	Division 
937	438	3005	(0);	937	681	4484	(C) 
sharris@rixan.com
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Neohio Region, SCCA
Meeting Minutes | August 4, 2015

Steve Harris 
Director	–	Area	4 
Great	Lakes	Division 
937	438	3005	(0);	937	681	4484	(C) 
sharris@rixan.com

 Neohio Region, SCCA 
Meeting Minutes  | February 2, 2016  |  

Respectfully submitted:  Jeff Blumenthal 
February 2, 2016 2016 | Draft 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Jim Green, Bob Nick, Peggy Dietz, Tara Oram, Jeff Blumenthal, Pablo Chois, Dave Lancaster, Bob MacDonald 
 
EXCUSED MEMBERS: Kerry Klotzman, Jim Pracker, Scott Lunder, Joe Blaha, Dan Koplow 
 
GUESTS: Welcome to all.  
 
Meeting called to order by Jim Green at 7:02 pm 
 
Minutes presented from past meetings for approval. MOTION to accept  minutes as presented.   (MacDonald/Lancaster)– Approved.  
 
TREASURER’S REPORT:    MOTION – to accept report as presented.  (Oram/Lancaster) – Approved. 
 
 
 
REPORTS & COMMITTEE REVIEWS: 
REGIONAL EXECUTIVE:    

- Jim Green shared update on Nelson Ledges proposed sale. Still pending but communication good and prospects good. 
- Discussed email from Joe Blaha, incoming Treasurer, regarding need to purchase updated Quickbooks. Motion made 

(Oram/MacDonald) Approved.  Discussed need for a PC to be used by Treasurer.  Decided to let Treasurer use personal PC. 
- Jim addressed Joe Blaha’s recommendation that we need a second person authorized to sign checks. Motion made to 

authorize Asst RE Kerry Klotzman as a check signatory.  Motion by Blumenthal/Lancaster. Approved. 
- Jim addressed need to elect a new Chairperson for the Board. Tabled until next meeting. 

Bob Nick suggested we need 4 new PC’s for timing/scoring. Will wait until we have Club racing events.  
 
COMPETITION COMMITTEE:   

- No committee report but Duane suggested we consider re-implementation of a Regional Championship for drivers. Suggestion 
was made to contact drivers for input. Duane will handle. 

  
MEMBERSHIP:  535 members.  Discussion about members who have achieved 50 year status, who no longer are required to pay 

National membership dues. Motion to forgo Neohio dues for those members. Motion: (MacDonald/Nick) Approved.  
 
SOLO:    

- We have an event scheduled for 4/30/16 @ Pitt Race, in conjunction with Steel Cities Region.  Will pursue having more shared 
events during the season with Steel Cities @ Pitt Race. 

- Still pursuing local pavement options. 
- Planning meeting to be set up soon.  Will delay getting new hardware for timing system but would like to get new Pronto 

software (same as National uses).  Pablo will create proposed budget for approval. 
 
RALLY:  50th Winter Rally on 2/6. 
    
STREET SURVIVAL:   Discussed plans for 2016.  Committee (MacDonald/Lancaster/Chois/Blumenthal) will meet 2/17 with other 

interested members to plan. 
 
HALL OF FAME:  Per Dorothy, we are set for presentation at the Banquet. 
 
OLD BUSINESS:  Banquet approaching soon. Tara Oram will send email blast to remind members to sign up. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:   

- Bob MacDonald suggested we consider doing a Track Night @ Nelson. 
- Audit Committee for Treasurer transfer completed without issue.  Motion to accept: (Chois/Nick)  Approved. 
- We have several Trustee positions open.  Gail Green was nominated for a 1 yr term. (Nick/Oram) Approved. 
-  
NEXT MEETING 3/1/16.  
MEETING LOCATION WILL BE AT WINKING LIZARD 25200 Miles Rd Bedford OH 44146 
 
MOTION to adjourn at 8:50pm. (Oram/Lancaster)  – Approved  
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Dates to RemembeR

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday

 maRCh / apRil 2016

February 29 March 1 

7 P Trustee 
Meeting @
Winking Lizard 
Bedford Hts.

March 2 March 3 March 4 March 5 March 6

March 7 March 8 March 9 March 10 March 11 March 12 March 13

March 14 March 15 March 16 March 17 

St. Patrick's 
Day

March 18 March 19 March 20

March 21 March 22 March 23 March 24 March 25 March 26 March 27 

Easter

March 28 March 29 March 30 March 31 April 1 April 2 April 3

April 4 April 5

7 P Trustee 
Meeting @
Winking Lizard 
Bedford Hts.

April 6 April 7 April 8 April 9 April 10

April 11 April 12 April 13 April 14 April 15 April 16 April 17
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Upcoming Rallies:

January	-	March,	2016		 Finger	Lakes	Region	SCCA	Winter	Challenge	Series	rallies. 
	 	 	 	 	www.flr-scca.com.

April	16,	2016	 	 	 Twilight Tour,	Ann	Arbor,	MI.		Detroit	Region,	SCCA	-	GLD	Rally		 	 	
	 	 	 	 Championship	event.	www.detroit-scca.org.

June	18,	2016	 	 	 Moonlight Monte,		Detroit	Region,	SCCA	-	GLD	Rally	Championship	event.

July	30/31,	2016			 	 ??,	Detroit	Region,	SCCA.	GLD	Rally	Championship	event.

September	11,	2016	 	 POR,		Detroit	Region,	SCCA.	GLD	Rally	Championship	event.

October	1,	2016	 	 Cadillac Color Tour,	Detroit	Region,	SCCA.	GLD	Rally	Championship	event.	

October	15,	2016	 	 Johnny Appleseed,	Neohio	Region,	SCCA.	GLD	Rally	Championship		event.	

October	29(?),	2016	 	 Lake Erie Covered Bridges,	Misery	Bay	Region,	SCCA.	GLD	Rally		 	 	
	 	 	 	 Championship	event.	www.mbrscca.org

November	19,	2016	 	 Pavement Ends,	Detroit	Region,	SCCA.	GLD	Rally	Championship	event.

Road Rallies
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Neohio SCCA's Award Banquet 
was	 held	 on	 Saturday,	 February	
20,	2016.	A	great	time	was	had	by	
all!

Congratulations	 to	 the	 following	
champions!

Solo Class Winners

SS	 Gabriel	Gutierrez

CS 1st Mark Sterling 
	 2nd Michael Oswalt

DS	 David	Thurm

ES 1st Joe Murphy 
	 2nd	Brian	Wetrich

GS 1st Anton Moore 
	 2nd Todd Swensen

HS Jason Pokines

STR Adam Kuhar

BSP	 Fred	Sigarto

ESP	 Charles	White

SMF	 Bill	Crowe

SM	 Aaron	Woloszyn

Solo	 Driver	 of	 the	 Year	 -	 Aaron	
Woloszy

Tommie	&	Bill	 Benham	Memorial	
Award	-	Pablo	Chois	for	all	his	work	
with	the	Solo	organization.

The	 Thomas	 Prescott	 Memorial	
Award	-	T2	driver	William	Moore.

The	 Reed	 Andrews	 Friendship	
Award	-	Dave	Bueno

Elden	 "Dutch"	 Moore	 Longevity	
Worker	Award	-	Peggy	Dietz

Trustee's	Award	-	Dorothy	&	Duane	
Harrington

Hall	 of	 Fame	 -	Art	Brow	&	Chuck	
Stoddard 

Article	by	Debbie	LaFond
Photos	by	Maurice	LaFond

Neohio SCCA Awards Banquet Held February 20, 2016

Solo Awards

Pablo Chois 
Tommie	&	Bill	Benham 

Memorial Award

Art	Brow	&	
Chuck Stoddard
Hall	of	Fame

Bill Moore 
The	Thomas	Prescott 

Memorial Award

Dorothy	and	Duane	Harrington 
Trustee's Award
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Neohio	 Driver	 of	 the	 Year	 this	
year was a walk down memory 
lane	and	this	driver	is	not	the	first	
family member whose name is on 
this	award.

It	 is	 tough	 not	 to	 recognize	 this	
young man’s achievements as 
he started with a new team in 
December	2014.	There	was	much	
work done to the car prior to its 
first	outing.

He started out at Road Atlanta for 
the	 first	 race.	 It	 wasn’t	 without	
incident,	but	the	team	was	able	to	
get	things	fixed	and	he	set	the	pole	
for	 Saturday,	 but	 ran	 out	 of	 fuel,	
with an 8 second lead (the length 
of	 the	 front	 straight).	 They	 found	
out	the	fuel	tank	was	full,	but	was	
a	little	too	small.	The	team	worked	
very late Saturday night and added 
some	fuel	capacity.	Sunday	he	had	
the	pole	by	3	tenths,	and	won	by	8	
seconds.

Watkins	 Glen	 was	 next,	 again	 he	
was	 on	 top	 of	 the	 sheets,	 a	 rain	
qualifying for race 1 and going 
in	 the	 wrong	 direction	 as	 they	
were	figuring	out	this	new	car	he	
qualified	 7th.	 In	 short	 order,	 he	
took	 the	 lead	 in	 race	1,	 then	had	
a	 great	 battle	 in	 the	 closing	 laps	
and	finished	2nd.	Sunday	qualifying	
was maybe the last mistake of the 
season,	 a	 very	 close	 qualifying	
secession,	 on	 a	 drying	 track,	 he	
was on the pole and pulled in with 
one	lap	remaining,	and	he	got	beat	
out	for	the	pole	by	a	tenth.	He	did	
go	on	to	win	by	8	tenths	in	a	tight	
race.

From	there,	they	went	to	VIR,	Mid-
Ohio,	PITT,	New	Jersey,	and	back	to	
PITT,	were	he	had	a	nearly	perfect	

"Beasley	Bunch"	(left	to	right,	 
Ben	with	grandson	Bentley,	Al	Sr.,	Sam,	and	Al	Sr.)

Neohio  
Driver of the Year

season	winning	the	next	10	races,	
making	 it	11	straight	wins	and	12	
of	 14	wins,	 for	 a	 series	 record,	 5	
track	records	and	10	poles.

Near	 snags	 came	 at	 VIR	 when	
before	 Sunday's	 race,	 a	 cracked	
electrical connector kept the 
car	 from	 starting	 on	 the	 grid.	 He	
ended	 up	 starting	 last	 (18th)	 and	
came	through	the	field	to	win.

At	 Mid-Ohio	 he	 had	 to	 dodge	 a	
first	 turn	 accident	 dropping	 him	
back	 to	 fifth,	 in	 a	 race	 without	
many	green	flag	 laps,	he	was	still	
able	to	get	the	win.

Through all this year of racing he 
had	even	become	a	new	Dad.	That	
really makes me feel old!

One	 of	 his	 great	 attributes	 is	 his	
ability to reach down deep and 
pullout	 what	 he	 needs	 to	 win.	
This reminds us so much of his 
Grandfather,	Al	and	Uncle	Al	Jr.	of	
CSR	&	DSR	and	Carl	Anderson	who	
raced	 FV	 and	 FF	 in	 the	 late	 70s	
whose names are on this trophy 
and	his	Dad	Ben’s	racing.

The	 Neohio	 2015	 Driver	 of	 the	
Year	is	Sam	Beasley.

Article	by	Debbie	LaFond
Photos	by	Maurice	LaFond

The Thomas Prescott Memorial 
Award

Michael	&	Judy	Sherwin	instituted	
this trophy to be given to a Neohio 
competition	driver	who	exemplifies	
the	individual	competitive	spirit	of	
amateur	SCCA	racing.

It shall be awarded to an otherwise 
unheralded	 Competition	 Driver	
whose	individual	competitive	spirit	
and	desire	to	win	has	characterized	

Thomas Prescott Memorial Award and 
Reed Andrew Friendship Award
Presented by Bob MacDonald

his/her	 racing	 season.	 (No	
Perpetual	given	starting	in	1998	as	
trophy	was	lost.)

This year’s recipient certainly 
has the desire to win! He’s been 
to	 the	 Runoffs	 for	 several	 years,	
but has never won that illusive 
National	 Championship.	 As	 soon	
as	 the	 2014	 Runoffs	 were	 over,	
he started thinking about how 

Continued	on	page	8.
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he could improve the car and be 
more	competitive	in	2015.	As	the	
weather warmed and the winter 
overhaul	 was	 complete,	 it	 was	
time	to	start	testing	and	preparing	
for	a	competitive	season.

Unfortunately,	 on	 a	 beautiful	
spring	weekend	in	 late	April/early	
May,	 during	 a	 Driver’s	 Ed	 event,	
our recipient’s brakes failed at 
the	 end	 of	 the	 back-straight	 at	
Mid-Ohio.	 The	 car	 made	 it	 all	
the way across China Beach and 
the	 result	 was	 pretty	 ugly.	 The	
repairs stretched on for weeks as 
the	majority	 of	 races	 in	 both	 the	
Majors	 and	 Divisional	 seasons	
were	being	run.

Our recipient kept rerunning the 
calculations	to	understand	what	it	
would	take	to	qualify	for	Daytona.
Finally,	 realizing	 that	 he	 was	
running	out	of	options,	he	rented	
a	car	from	another	competitor	to	
compete	 in	 the	 Majors	 weekend	
at	 Gingerman.	 The	 stress	 was	
intense as he went to the last 
Majors	of	 the	 season	where	a	4th 
place	finish	 secured	his	 invitation	
to	the	Runoffs.

Our recipient made the trip to 
Daytona	where	he	worked	hard	all	

week	 to	 be	 competitive.	 Starting	
the race in 13th,	he	was	moving	up	
when bad luck struck again and a 
flat	 tire	 ended	 his	 race.	 So	 once	
again,	 he	 has	 started	working	 on	
preparing	 for	 the	 2016	 season.		
For	 his	 individual	 competitive	
spirit	 and	desire	 to	win,	 this	 year	
we	 recognize	 T2	 competitor	 Bill	
Moore	with	 the	 Thomas	 Prescott	
Memorial Award!

The Reed Andrews Friendship 
Award

In	 recognition	 of	 the	 importance	
of friendship and good 
sportsmanship in amateur sports 
car	racing.	(Individual	&	Perpetual	
Trophy)

For	 those	 of	 you	 who	 weren’t	
fortunate enough to meet Reed 
Andrews,	 he	 was	 arguably	 the	
friendliest person in the paddock 
at	any	race	weekend	he	attended.		
Bryan	Bartzi	has	shared	that,	while	
he	crewed	for	Reed,	he	frequently	
took the car to the grid with no 
idea	of	where	Reed	was,	because	
Reed	 was	 off	 socializing.	 Reed	
always	had	a	warm	hello,	a	great	
handshake	 for	 the	 guys	 and,	 of	
course,	a	hug	and	a	kiss	for	all	the	
ladies.	He	set	a	high	bar.

The	 Reed	 Andrews	 Friendship	
Award honors a recipient who 

personifies	 that	 warm	 and	
welcoming	personality.	This	year’s	
recipient has been involved in the 
club	and	the	region	for	a	long	time.		
My	first	memories	of	meeting	him	
were	 when	 he	 served	 as	 a	 Pit	 &	
Paddock	Official.	He	always	had	a	
warm	greeting	for	all	of	us,	drivers,	
crew	and	officials.	I	probably	spent	
the	most	time	with	him	when	he	
served	in	a	leadership	position	on	
the	Cleveland	Grand	Prix.

More	 recently,	 you’re	most	 likely	
to see him serving as a Steward at 
a	 race	weekend.	Now	most	of	us	
as	 drivers,	 try	 to	 avoid	 spending	
too	much	time	“meeting”	with	the	
stewards.	However,	like	Reed,	this	
person	always	greets	you	warmly,	
wants to know how you’re doing 
and generally has a story or two to 
share	if	you	have	the	time.		

For	 as	 long	 as	 I’ve	 known	 him,	
when	there’s	a	project	to	do,	he’s	
always	 been	 willing	 to	 help	 out.		
He’s	a	great	recruiter	for	our	club,	
constantly encouraging people 
to consider trying a new role 
that	they	would	be	a	good	fit	for.		
Tonight,	we	honor	him	with	a	new	
role.	 The	 2015	 recipient	 of	 the	
Reed	Andrews	Friendship	Award	is	
a	friend	to	all	of	us,	Dave	Bueno.

Continued	from	page	7.

presented at Revere High School and 
it	was	great.	Students	and	instructors	
were	both	impressed	with	the	event.

The	 rumors	 are	 true.	Nelson	 Ledges	
Road	Course	has	been	sold.	I	know	we	
have	heard	this	many	times	over	the	
years,	but	it	 is	true.	The	information	
that I have been able to gather is that 
it	 will	 be	 closed	 for	 2016	 for	 rehab	
and	 construction.	 I	 will	 pass	 along	
more	information	as	I	receive	it.

Unfortunately,	 I	 am	 going	 to	 finish	
with	 some	 sad	 news.	 We	 all	 know	
what	 that	means.	While	 he	was	not	
a	Neohio	member,	many	of	us	knew	
Todd	 Cholmondeley	 very	 well.	 He	
held	 a	 National	 license	 in	 F&C	 and	
Registration.	 He	 was	 a	 long	 time	
Cincinnati	member.	Saturday,	March	
12,	Todd	passed	away	from	a	massive	
heart	 attack	 at	 his	 home	 in	 Eagle,	
Colorado.	 He	 and	 his	 family	 moved	
there	a	couple	years	ago	for	work.	

Continued from page 1.
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Solo Stuff

Neohio	Rookie	of	the	Year	-	This	is	
always	a	fun	time	for	me	to	watch	
those	up	and	coming	drivers.	In	the	
past we have had both young and 
old	drivers	as	rookies.		I	missed	out	
of this award by one point 33 years 
ago	and	now	I	wish	I	had	just	raced	
a	little	harder	that	year	as	this	is	an	
award you only get a chance at 
once.

This year’s recipient I have known 
a	 long	 time	 even	 before	 he	 even	
became	 a	 driver.	 He	 has	 grown	
up at the track around his father 
racing and his mother working 
registration.	 Both	 he	 and	 his	
sister have been a great help in 
registration	to	the	region.

After	 competing	 in	 go-karts,	 it	
was only natural for him to step 
up	 and	 start	 racing	 in	 SCCA.	 Last	
year when we went to tech his 
car	before	his	first	driver’s	school,	
I couldn’t believe how much he 

Neohio Rookie of the Year

had	 grown	 up.	 He	 went	 on	 to	
race	a	Formula	Vee	 this	 year	and	
was	quite	 impressive.	There	were	
times	 that	 he	 was	 on	 the	 track	
at	 the	 same	time	as	 his	 father	 in	
Formula	 Continental.	 We	 know	
that everyone held their breath 
that	they	would	race	clean.

He	 ran	 four	 different	 tracks	 in	
2015	 and	 learned	 quickly.	 After	
completing	 the	 Drivers	 School	 at	
Waterford	Hills,	he	went	 to	finish	
2nd	at	National	Corvette	Museum,	
a	brand	new	track;	1st,	2nd,	6th,	and	
7th	at	Mid-Ohio;	and	4th	and	5th at 
PITT.

He also had the unfortunate 
experience	 of	 having	 some	 bad	
luck	 at	 Mid-Ohio	 of	 blowing	 up	
an engine and then while being 
towed,	having	his	 car	flipped	and	
being	 towed	 on	 his	 head.	 I	 was	
the unfortunate one as a Safety 
Steward,	to	have	to	deal	with	this	

Rob	Dietz 
Rookie	of	the	Year	Award

situation	 and	 I	 was	 glad	 that	 he	
was okay before having to inform 
his	Mom.	The	2015	Rookie	of	the	
Year	Award	goes	to	Rob	Dietz.

Article	by	Debbie	LaFond
Photos	by	Maurice	LaFond

Neohio’s	 Solo	 committee	 is	
working	 hard	 to	 put	 the	 final	
touches	on	the	2016	Solo	Season.

The	 committee	 met	 on	 February	
18th	 to	 review	 updates,	 discuss	
the upcoming Solo School and 
bring	 new	 committee	 members	
up	 to	 speed.	 The	 meeting	 was	
productive	 and	 positive.	 As	 the	
program	 continues	 to	 grow,	 the	
support from Neohio members 
does	too.	Thanks!

The	first	 event	of	 the	 season	will	
be	 a	 Solo	 School	 on	 Saturday,	
April 30th	 at	 Pitt	 Race.	 This	 event	
will	 be	 held	 in	 conjunction	 with	

Track	 First’s	 Motorsports	 Expo	
(learn	 more	 at	 http://bit.ly/
TrackFirstExpo).

The Solo School is designed to 
teach	novices	the	basics	of	AutoX/
Solo.	Attendees	will	 learn	how	 to	
handle	 different	 course	 elements	
with	1:1	in	car	instruction	and	out	
of	car	group	reviews.		

After	 lunch	 a	 Solo	 course	will	 be	
developed which will allow the 
attendees	to	put	it	all	together	and	
run	an	entire	course.

First	time?	No	problem.	We	have	
loaner safety gear!

This is a great opportunity to give 
AutoX/Solo	a	 try	or	 sharpen	your	
skills.

Registration	 in	 now	 open	 for	 the	
Solo	School.		Save	time	and	money	
by	 registering	 early.	 Register	 at	
http://bit.ly/NeohioSoloSchool.		
Questions?	 Contact	 Solo	 Chair,	
Pablo	 Chois	 pablo.chois@gmail.
com.

Stay up to day on all of Neohio’s 
Solo	 Stuff	 @	 https://www.
facebook.com/NeohioSccaSolo/	

Submitted by Bill Snow
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By Chaplain Gray

Sebring Notes-Ohio Style

SportsCar	 didn’t	 cover	 it	 at	 all,	
but	 in	March	1966,	 the	first	 ever	
Trans	Am	race	was	run	at	Sebring,	
Florida.	Future	posthumous	World	
Driving	 Champion	 Jochen	 Rindt	
won overall in an Alfa and Bob 
Tullius	won	the	over	2.5	class	in	a	
Dodge	Dart.

To	celebrate	the	50th	anniversary,	
SVRA	 brought	 the	 Historic	 Trans	
Am	 group	 from	 the	 West	 Coast	
to	 join	 the	 contemporary	 Trans	
Am	 series	 for	 an	 event	 50	 years	
in	 the	 making.	 Cars	 driven	 by	
Dan	Gurney,	 Parnelli	 Jones,	Mark	
Donohue,	 George	 Follmer	 and	
Sam Posey shared the paddock 
with	 the	 T/A	 machines	 of	 today.	
Legends	 of	 Trans	 Am	 were	 also	
invited with Grand Marshall 
Bob	 Tullius,	 Tom	 Yeager,	 George	
Follmer,	 Lyn	 St.	 James,	 Willie	 T.	
Ribbs,	 Jack	 Baldwin	 and	 current	
and	 only	 ever	 Female	 Champion	
Amy Ruman sharing their stories 
at	a	dinner	at	Chateau	Elan.

Did	 you	 know	 that	 three	 of	 the	
seven	 legends	 have	 Ohio	 roots?	
Tom	Yeager,	who	was	from	Marion,	
raced	a	Shelby	Mustang	GT	350	in	
1965.	Through	 those	 connections	
he became a Mustang Team 
driver	 in	 the	 1966	 T/A.	 Paired	
with	Bob	 Johnson,	he	won	Ford’s	
race	 at	 Mid-America	 and	 helped	
Ford	win	 the	first	Manufacturer’s	
Championship.	

While	 Willoughby	 native	 Lyn	 St.	
James	 may	 be	 better	 known	 for	
being the second woman in the 
Indy	500	and	for	her	wins	in	IMSA	

GTO	class,	she	competed	in	53	T/A	
races	with	7	top	5	finishes.	

Then	 there	 is	 Amy.	 Willie	 T.	
gave the Kent girl a fabulous 
compliment when his praised her 
3	car	overtaking	move	in	the	first	
turn	at	COTA.	He	stated	that	Trans	
Am had led to great things and it 
would	 do	 the	 same	 for	 her.	 Lyn	
also gave kudos to Amy for how 
far	 she	 has	 come	 from	 her	 time	
in	 the	Women’s	 Global	 GT	 series	
which	Lyn	had	supported.

As	 for	 the	 Trans	 Am	 race	 itself,	
there is not much to write home 
about for the Buckeye girl and 
boys.

Amy	spun	while	in	first,	flat	spotted	
a	tire	and	had	to	pit,	but	did	lead	
the	most	laps.	

Canfield’s	Dave	Pintaric	was	on	the	
receiving end of an impossible dive 
bomb	attempt	on	the	first	lap	that	
took out much of the right side of 
the	car	and	left	him	a	lap	down.	

Wellington,	 Ohio	 native,	 Jim	
McAleese,	 suffered	 a	 potentially	
worse	fate.	A	seal	on	a	rear	brake	
failed	at	150	mph.	As	he	 tried	 to	
whoa	her	down,	he	was	clipped	by	
another car and backed into the 
wall.	 Thankfully,	 he	 had	 slowed	
to	 about	 30	 mph.	 His	 race	 was	
finished,	 but	 Jim	 was	 OK.	 Jim	
attributed	his	safety	to	the	prayers	
of	protection	he	received	that	day.	

I	know	God	answers	prayer.	He	has	
answered	mine.

Chaplain Marvin Gray 
chapnlrc@aol.com
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Register online at: 
http://msreg.com/2016-whrri-school



Laura	O’Neill
397	Apple	Hill	Drive
Sagamore	Hills,	OH	44067
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I’VE GOT IT- YOU WANT IT
Classified Ads For Members

Classified	 ads	 for	 Neohio	 members	 run	
for	three	issues.	If	your	item	sells	before	
the	 third	 month,	 contact	 The	 Blower	
newsletter	editor	to	remove	the	ad.

CARS

2005	 MINI	 Cooper	 S.	 6	 speeds,	 loaded.		
97,325	mi.,	plenty	of	updates/modifications,	
super	clean,	well	maintained.		$7,000/OBO.		
Bill	Snow	216-659-1179.**

'99	Acura	Integra	ITS	#13,	always	a	winner	
$11,000/offer;	 '91	 Lotus	 Elan	M-100,	 low	
miles,	 original	 owner,	 great	 track	 car!	
$9,850/offer.	Pat	Kane,	440-785-3432.*

RV & TRAILER

26'	 Sunnybrook	 Towlite	 Camper	 (metal	
frame)	 Rear	 Queen	 Bedroom,	 sleeps	 6,	
heat	 &	 A/C,	 microwave,	 EG	 hot	 water,	
EG	 refrigerator	 &	 40	 gallon	 fresh	water	
holding	tank	(EG=Electric	gas).		Microwave	
&	A/C	require	120	volt	hook	up.	Balance	of	
camper	12VDC.	For	pictures	&	more	info,	
email		doubledlhtwo@yahoo.com.***

Advertisement Rates
For	ads,	other	than	classified,	the	
following	rates	apply:

•	 Full	Page	-	$90	/	month 
(8”	x	9.5”)	 $250	/	3	months

•	 1/2	Page	-	$45	/	month 
(8”	x	5.25”)	$120	/	3	months

•	 1/4	Page	-	$25	/	month 
(4”	x	5”)	$65	/	3	months

•	 1/8	Page	-	$15	/	month 
(3.5”	x	2”)	$40	/	3	months 

20% Discount to Neohio member

Payment must accompany ad.

MISC

FREE:	 2-35	 gal.	 drums	 for	 race	 gas	 (buy	
race	 gas	 in	 bulk	 for	 use	 at	 track);	 2-5	
gal.	pails	w/spouts;	5-gal.	 kerosene	can;	
misc.	aluminum/steel	pieces;	misc.	auto	
paints/solvents;	 fiberglass	 repair	 resin/
cloth;	 cleaning	 fluids-stuff	 the	 movers	
won’t	 take.	 	 Mike	 Cyphert,	 mcyphert@
walterhav.com;	 office	 (days)	 216-928-
2897;	evenings	330-963-4894.*

For	 Sale:	 Miller	 Sidekick	 XL	 Welder/
cart/tank/extra	 wire/parts/accessories;	
acetylene	 gas	 welder/full	 tanks/rods/
accessories;	 10-ton	 hydraulic	 porta-
power	kit.			Need	to	sell	before	April	1—no	
reasonable	offer	refused	!		Mike	Cyphert	
at	 mcyphert@walterhav.com	 days-216-
928-2897	evenings-330-963-4894*	

EB	 6500x	Watt	Honda	 Generator.	 Great	
for	 job	 site,	 back	 up	 power	 at	 home	&		
race	trailer.	120/240V,	20A	&	30A	service,	
quiet	 for	 size,	 26	 hours	 of	 run	 time.	
$1850.		Bill	Snow	216-659-1179.**

MOTOROLA	SP	50	long	track	radio	system.	
Includes	 3	 radios,	 2	 headsets,	 2	 car	

wiring	 harness	 w/antenna,	 push	 to	 talk	
button,	belts,	manuals,	 chargers	&	hard	
case.	 New	 batteries	 in	 all	 radios.	 $750.	
miatidds1@gmail.com.	 Photos	 upon	
request.	Mark		Iati,	www.stowdental.com	
or	330-328-7925.**

To	place	a	classified	ad,	contact:
Laura	O’Neill 

397	Apple	Hill	Dr.,	 
Sagamore	Hills,	OH	44067 

(330)	467-4472	 
oneill397@windstream.net

Classified	ads	are	free	for	members.


