The Blower

Volume 73, Issue 9 — October 2026

Newsletter of NEOHIO Region, SCCA

UPCOMING EVENTS

Johnny Appleseed Rally
October 24t

Street Survival in Peninsula
October 31*

Annual Meeting at Boss Pro-Karting
November 17t

Annual Awards Celebration
Winking Lizard — Bedford Heights
Saturday February 27t

In This Issue>>>

Contacts 2
Event Schedule 3
Thank You Carbotech Brakes 3
Trustee Minutes 4,5

Thanks Summit Racing, Ardern

Cars & Leroy Engineering 6
Thanks Altered Innovations 7
Area 4 Director Election 8
Thanks Atomic Autosports 8
Volunteers Needed 9
Candidates for Region Office 10-12
Hall of Fame Nominations 12
Annual Meeting Notice 13
Election Ballot 14
Street Survival 15
FV Champion Brian Farnham 16
Editor Needed 17
Classifieds 18

The Starting Line REport by Bob MacDonald

IT’S ELECTION TIME!

As stated last month, nominations for Officers and Trustees opened
September 1%t and closed October 11%™. Learn more about our nominees
starting on page 10. You will find an Election Ballot on page 14 in this issue.
Feel free to print it, mark it and mail it per the instructions included on the
ballot page. Online voting is also open at this time. To vote online, go to
https://neohioscca.com/vote26

Our Annual Meeting at Boss Pro-Karting is on November 17*"! If you don’t
vote online or mail a ballot, you are welcome to bring your ballot in person
and turn it in at the meeting. The Deadline for turning in ballots in person
is 7:00 PM! All paper ballots must include the voter’s membership number
in the appropriate slot. If multiple people in a household are voting via
paper ballot, each person must use a separate ballot sheet.

Details about the Annual Meeting are in this issue. This is always a fun event
as we learn who has been elected to Region Leadership positions, recap the
events of the year and find out who is the fastest person in the region on the
go kart track. The competition gets stiffer each year, come join the fun!
Please pre-register for go-karting using the link on page 13.

Elections for Area Directors are also open from October 15" to November
16" at 5 PM Central Time. This will be a very competitive race with 4
candidates running. Check out the item on page 8 and follow the link to
learn more and vote for the candidate of your choice.

Even if you’re not interested in running for office but you enjoy our events,
there are other ways you can help. Check out the “SCCA Needs YOU!” item
on page 9 to learn more.

We have one last competition event in NEOHIO still to run! On October 24,
the final rally of the Great Lakes Rally Championship will take place. Fall
foliage should be near peak color for the Johnny Appleseed Rally. More
information and registration are open now at www.msreg.com/JAR26.

Finally, we will wrap up October with a Tire Rack Street Survival event on
October 31* at Drive Team in Peninsula. Please, please, please talk this up!

Continued on page 8.
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OFFICERS, TRUSTEES & CONTACT INFORMATION

Officers & Trustees

R.E. & Club Office
Bob MacDonald
regexec@neohioscca.com

Assistant R.E.
Brandon Anderson
(615) 504-3610

Treasurer
Joe Blaha
Treasurer@neohioscca.com

Recording Secretary
Ray Glover
recorder@neohioscca.com

Membership Secretary
Bill Snow

membership@neohioscca.com

Board (Trustees/Officers)
board@neohioscca.com

Trustees trustees@neohioscca.com

Taylor Allen 28

John McFarland 28
Rachel Rininger 28

Kurt Stevens 27

Thomas Weiland 27
Ashley Medwig-Dorian 27

adorianmedwig@gmail.com

Brenda Nick 26
Bill Crowe ‘26
Chase Mclintyre 26

Event Chairs
Solo Chair
Jonathan Staggs

solochair@neohioscca.com

Time Trial Chair

Brandon Anderson
TimeTrials@neohioscca.com

Street Survival
Bryan Hall

StreetSurvival@
neohioscca.com

Club Racing Chair
Dave Lancaster

ClubRacingChair@
neohioscca.com

Rally Chair
Greg Lester
rallychair@neohioscca.com

Rally Cross Chair
Alex Stone

Rallycrosschair
@neohioscca.com

Track Contacts
Nelson Ledges
Fred Wolfe

fredwolfe@nelsonledges.com

Specialty Chiefs
Competition Licensing
& Tech Inspection
Maurice LaFond

(440) 946-2207
mrl1070@yahoo.com

Timing & Scoring
Brenda Nick

(440) 789-8679
brenda.j.nick@gmail.com

Flagging & Communications

Kurt Stevens
Flagchair@neohioscca.com

Emergency Services

Jon Schneider
emergency@neohioscca.com

Chief of Pits
Bill Stewart

Chief of Grid
TBD

Social Media & Webmaster
Jennifer Bradford
social@neohioscca.com

Registrar

Jennifer Bradford

Mid-Ohio
(419) 884-2295

Blower Contributors
Ray Glover

Bill Snow

Debbie LaFond

jenniferdietz96@

hotmail.com

Newsletter Editor
Bob Roberts

newsletter@neohioscca.com

Monthly Meetings

Neohio Board meetings are
held the first Tuesday of each
month.

Meetings are held at 7:30 PM
via Zoom. Please contact any
Officer or Trustee for a
current Zoom link.

Membership meeting dates
and times are shown in the
Blower.

The Blower is the official
publication of the Neohio
Region, Inc., Sports Car Club
of America. Material in this
issue may be reproduced by
other regions of the SCCA
without specific permission, if
proper acknowledgement of
both source and author is
given. All other reproduction
requires specific permission
of the Neohio Regional
Executive. All photos are
copyrighted to the owner and
may not be reproduced
without expressed written
permission of the owner.

Articles for publication in The
Blower may be submitted in
most Windows-based word
processing formats. You may
mail or email material to the
editor or RE at
regexec@neohioscca.com by
the last day of each month.
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Neohio Region, SCCA Inc. Calendar of Events

October 24 Johnny Appleseed Rally

October 31 Street Survival in Peninsula

November 17 | Annual Meeting at Boss Pro Karting

Sat. Feb. 27 Annual Awards Celebration @ Winking Lizard in Bedford Heights

Provisional: Dates for some of these events may change

CCPL -- Lake County Captains Parking Lot, Eastlake, OH

NLRC -- Nelson Ledges Road Course, Garrettsville, OH TBD — To Be Determined

Join us for our Annual Meeting at Boss Pro-Karting
on November 17!

Thank you Carbotech Brakes!

Longtime supporter of

' & :rh@fnr ™ | Neohio Region and a major

S WwE N sponsor of our events at

CTB RAKES.COM Nelson Ledges!

3|Page



Neohio Region, SCCA

Trustee Meeting Minutes, September 1, 2026

Members Present: Bill Crowe (Trustee '26) Chase McIntyre (Trustee '26) Brenda Nick (Trustee '26)
Ashley Medwig (Trustee '27) Kurt Stevens (Trustee '27) Tom Wieland (Trustee '27)

Taylor Allen (Trustee '28) John McFarland (Trustee '28) Rachel Rininger (Trustee '28)

Bob MacDonald (R.E.) Brandon Anderson (Asst. R.E.) Joe Blaha (Treas.) Ray Glover (Rec. Sec.)

Bill Snow (Mem. Sec.)

Committee Members and Guests: Duane Harrington, Thomas Benham, Dave Lancaster, Jonathan
Staggs, Jennifer Bradford, and Greg Lester.

Call to Order: The Zoom meeting was called to order by R.E. Bob MacDonald at 7:32pm.

Review of Prior Minutes: Minutes from the August 4, 2026 Zoom meeting were emailed to the Board
by Ray Glover for review prior to the meeting. A motion to accept the minutes as corrected was made by
Brenda Nick, seconded by Tom Wieland, and approved without objection.

Treasurer's Report: Joe Blaha emailed his September treasurer’s report to the board prior to the meeting
and reported the following. Taxes are due in October, Joe will follow up with the accountant. The cash
balance is up from last month and down from last year. A motion to approve the September treasurer’s
report as presented was made by Kurt Stevens, seconded by John McFarland, and approved without
objection.

Membership: Bill Snow reported the following for the month of August:
e 14 new members. 16 lapsed memberships. 31 weekend memberships.
e 663 members at the end of August.

Officer and Committee Reports:
Regional Executive Report: R.E. Bob MacDonald reported the following:
e Area 4 candidates could not make tonight’s meeting. Bob will ask them to record a message for
our membership that could be linked to.
e Bob noted that the Awards Celebration is scheduled for Friday February 26, 2027 but Saturday is
open for the same price. He will change the date with the board’s approval. The board approved.

Road Racing: Dave Lancaster reported the following: Received good feedback on the Cumberland race
and the drivers want to come back. There were 84 entrants.

Time Trial: Brandon Anderson reported the following: August Time Trial was an overall good event
with 33 entrants. Looking forward to more events next year.

Solo: Jonathan Staggs reported the following:
e The I-X Center appears to be back for use next year.
e Considering an old school bus to replace the solo trailer.

Road Rally: Greg Lester reported the following:
e Working on an October 24, 2026 rally, will know within a week if it is a go and will then need a
budget.

|
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e Bill Crowe made a motion to preemptively approve a budget of $1,200 for the October rally,
seconded by Kurt Stevens, and approved without objection.

Rally Cross: Bob MacDonald reported the following for Alex Stone: Contact has been made with the
Summit County Fairgrounds for use as a possible venue.

Street Survival: Bob MacDonald reported the following for Bryan Hall: One entry for the October 31,
2026 (from the cancelled July event). Everybody needs to work on recruiting more entries.

Social Events:

¢ Bill Crowe suggested a Petite Le Mans watch party on Saturday October 3, 2026 at Atomic
Autosport and requested a budget of $500. Taylor Allen moved to approve the $500 budget,
seconded by Chase Mclntyre, and approved without objection.

e Brandon Anderson has not yet reached out to Speed Trap Racing regarding hosting a social
event.

e Taylor Allen suggested holding an occasional board meeting in person to facilitate outreach and
interaction.

Communications/Website: Jennifer Bradford reported the following:

e Noted The Blower announcement update.
e [Event chairs only need to submit their event once and the communications committee will take
care of sending out multiple updates/reminders.

Old Business:
e John McFarland: the Great Lake Divisional Championship Series points are up to date, but there
have been no meetings in a while.
e Bob Mac Donald: MVR returned the radios they borrowed.
e Brenda Nick: Put-In-Bay transponders are still an issue.
e Bob MacDonald: will call Boss-Pro Karting to reserve November 17, 2026 for our annual
meeting.

New Business:
e Bob MacDonald announced that Bob Roberts is stepping down as The Blower editor. Is anyone
interested? Kurt Stevens suggested putting a notice in the next Blower.
e Bob MacDonald opened nominations for officers and trustees.
Bob MacDonald nominated Brandon Anderson for R.E.
Kurt Stevens nominated Bill Crowe for Asst. R.E.
Ray Glover nominated Thomas Benham for Trustee.
Bill Crowe Nominated Ray Glover for Recording Secretary.

O O O O

Continued page 7

|
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Thank you Leroy Engineering for your support of NEOHIO Solo!

r Ul

ENGINEERING

Thanks to our sponsor Summit
Racing for their generous
support of all Neohio

RACING EQUIPMENT Programs and Activities!

C / ARDERN CARS ™

Performance Fabrication and Machine www.arderncars.com

ARDERN CARS

Mazda Rotary Performance

ARDERN CARS

Motorsports Fabrication and M. g www.arderncars.com

Headers, Induction Systems, Exhaust,
Roll Cages, Suspension Mods

2597 Townline Rd. Madison, Oh 44057
440-983-0772 www.arderncars.com
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Please Welcome NEOHIO’S Newest Sponsor!

Altered Innovations LLC

\\‘\\\innovatmns, L

Formula Car custom parts

" Specialty fabrication and Tig Welding Services

" Off season warehouse storage

Contact EJ Korecky at ejkorecky@yahoo.com

Trustee Minutes continued from page 5

e Tom Wieland: The Piston Powered Show is back on (with the resurrection of the I-X
Center), should we try to get in it again? John McFarland suggested a smaller submission
(less cars). John and Tom to work with Bob MacDonald on the application.

e Bob MacDonald asked if there was a need for business cards again (with a QR code)? Yes,
Bob will work up a budget request soon.

e Tom Wieland asked if the region should send a representative to neighboring regions’
annual banquets? Bob MacDonald to look into it.

e Tom Wieland suggested obtaining banners from our sponsors to line part of the track
fencing near the Nelson start/finish line as it would make for great photo ops. Would be
used at solos and other events also.

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn was made by Bill Crowe, seconded by Kurt Stevens, meeting
adjourned at 8:47pm.

Next trustee’s meeting will be October 6, 2026 via Zoom at 7:30 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Ray Glover,
Recording Secretary
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REport continued from page 1

This is an outstanding skills training opportunity for drivers between the time they get their Learner’s Permit and
graduate college. If you have young drivers or know people who do, please have them look into registering at
https://msreg.com/SSNeohio26. Many volunteers will be needed to make the program successful. We promise
to get everyone home in time for Trick or Treat and Halloween Parties. If you're interested, please reach out to
Bryan Hall at bryan hall5000@sbcglobal.net. Look for more information on page 15 in this Blower.

Our sponsorship program continues to grow. This is important because these businesses support our region,
making events more robust and affordable. Please look for our sponsors and advertisers throughout the Blower
and continue to support them so they continue to help us.

| look forward to seeing you at an event soon!

AREA 4 DIRECTOR ELECTION

There are four members running for Area 4 Director this month. This is unusual and exciting. Each has their view of
how they can support the success and growth of SCCA.

The Area 4 Director is the representative from Great Lakes Division on the SCCA National Board of Directors. The
person elected will have an impact on your experience with the club, so please take a few minutes to read each
platform and make your voice heard.

Learn more at this link: https://www.scca.com/articles/2021017-voting-for-scca-board-of-directors-elections-
begins-soon

AT ONIC

— AUTOSPORTS —

CUSTOM ALIGNMENTS
TRACK DAY INSPECTIONS
CORNER BALANCING
SEAT & HARNESS INSTALLS
BRAKE & SUSPENSION UPGRADES

29251 ANDERSON ROAD
WICKLIFFE, OH 44092
216—-329—-4005

WE GET YOUR CAR
READY FOR THE TRACK
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SCCA Needs YOU!

This is our club. It relies heavily on volunteers for success. Please consider a way
that you might contribute to making our club better.

Officer & Trustee Positions
Regional Executive (RE) — Preside at Meetings of the Members, Sign Records & Represent the Region in
dealings with SCCA. Must have prior experience as an Officer, Trustee, Program Chair or permanent
Committee Member. 2 year term.
Assistant Regional Executive (Asst. RE) — Assist the RE and perform RE duties when the RE is unavailable. 1
year term.
Recording Secretary — Keep the minutes of all meetings of the members and Board and serve as custodian for
all documents and records of the region. 1 year term.
Treasurer — Receive, manage, record and disburse funds belonging to the Region, submit statements of
accounts at Board Meetings and oversee the Audit process. 1 year term.
Membership Secretary — Keep record of Region members, report current membership information, manage
communications and take a leadership role in recruiting new members. 1 year term.
Trustee — Carry out the purpose of the Region, manage affairs, property and assets of the region. On behalf
of the general membership, vote on policies and activities of the region, approving suitable budgets and
other decisions. 3 year term with 3 terms expiring each year for a total of nine Trustees.

Event Volunteers

Autocross & Road Rally both have effective systems for run/work where participants serve in both capacities
during the event.
Road Rally leadership — Greg Lester would appreciate volunteers who may be willing to work pre and/or post

event. Contact him at RallyChair@neohioscca.com

Solo leadership —Jonathan Staggs needs volunteers who can work event specialties during the Solo Points
weekends (the LMC competitors have been filling these roles). Please contact him at

SoloChair@neohioscca.com

Time Trials and Road Race tend to need dedicated volunteers in many specialties as it’s frequently impractical
for competitors to step away from the car long enough to serve meaningfully in the following roles. However,
as a racer maybe you can jump into one of these roles on a weekend you’re not driving! Or, if you’re a race
fan who doesn’t have a car you can use these opportunities to get close to the action.

Registration — Contact Jennifer Bradford at jenniferdietz96@hotmail.com to see how you can help.

Tech — Contact Maurice LaFond at mrl1070@yahoo.com to see how you can help there.

Grid — We need someone who is willing and capable to be the region Chief of Grid. Please email me at
Regexec@neohioscca.com to discuss this opportunity.

Pit — Check in with Bill Stewart at bstewart@sccaonline.net to learn more about this specialty.

Timing & Scoring — This specialty claims they have the best snacks of all SCCA. Contact Brenda Nick at
brenda.j.nick@gmail.com to see about joining this team.

|
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Volunteers Needed! (continued from page 9)
Flagging & Communications — This team truly has the best view of the racing surface, as it’s their responsibility

to watch out for the drivers and communicate to the stewards. Contact Kurt Stevens at

flagchair@neohioscca.com to see how you can be trained as a corner marshal.

Emergency Services — If you like the idea of “coming to the rescue” this is the team for you. Reach out to Jon

Schneider at captj20@aol.com to learn more.

Sound Control & Race Administration — Maintaining good relations with the tracks neighbors and interfacing
with all of the volunteers and competitors are what these specialties are all about. Contact me at

regexec@neohioscca.com to find out how you can get involved in these areas.

Candidates for NEOHIO Region Offices

Brandon Anderson Regional Executive

As an SCCA member since discovering autocross in 2005, I've spent two decades behind the wheel in
everything from rallycross to B-Spec. Beyond driving, I’'ve focused on serving our club—currently as
Neohio’s Assistant RE, outgoing Time Trials Chair, and Great Lakes Divisional TTDA. Running for
Regional Executive, my priority is strengthening Neohio’s foundation by expanding quality track time
across programs, empowering volunteer specialty chiefs, and cultivating a transparent, welcoming
paddock that turns novices into lifelong members. | would be honored to earn your vote and lead
our region forward.

Bill Crowe Assistant Regional Executive
| am running for the position of Assistant Regional Executive.

After three, three-year terms as trustee it is time to vacate the spot for another.
As a former assistant RE | feel my experience will be helpful to the new RE.

It offers a year to gracefully step back from the club board with a smooth transition.

Continued page 11
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Rachel Rininger Assistant Regional Executive
Hello! My name is Rachel Rininger, and | am running for the position of Assistant Regional Executive.

| currently serve as one of the newly elected trustees from last year’s election, but my involvement
with NEOhio SCCA goes back much further. I've been around racing since | was four years old, and
SCCA has been a part of my life for as long as | can remember.

Over the years, I've been involved in many of the programs SCCA offers, including Road Racing, Solo,
Time Trials, and HPDE events. These experiences have given me a broad appreciation for the different
programs that make our region such a great community.

I’'m excited about the opportunity to become more involved in the leadership and day-to-day
operations of our region. | look forward to the possibility of serving as Assistant Regional Executive
and helping NEOhio SCCA continue to grow and thrive!

Thomas Benham Trustee

I am honored to be nominated for a position on the Neohio Board of Trustees. My involvement with
SCCA dates back to childhood, and | have participated in various racing disciplines, including Club
Racing, RoadRally, and multiple race specialties. In the past, | had the privilege of serving on the board
in the 1900s, at the time | was the board’s youngest member. | believe that my unique perspective
during that time contributed to the team’s success. Now, | am eager to leverage my experience to
provide valuable insights and advantages to the group. Thank you for considering my nomination and
for your interest in our club.

Brenda Nick Trustee

NEOHIO member — 20 years Chief of Timing and Scoring — Road Racing and Time Trials

Board of Trustees since 2022 Awards Celebration PowerPoint presentation

Involvement with 10+ car clubs/organizations over the past 46 years

Have experience in the following areas: Autocross RallyCross Road Racing including the Runoffs
Road Rally Street Survival Time Trials Track Days

| believe that the NEOHIO Board of Trustees should be made up of a mixture of older and newer
members who are or were involved in many aspects of car clubs. Striving for more involvement by
our members is vital for our survival and growth. NEOHIO has over 600 members; where are they?
We should not be the “Secret Car Club of America” and should spread the word of who we are.

Continued page 12
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Neohio Hall of Fame Call for nominations — deadline 1/5/27

Neohio Region has a rich history of our members bringing honor to the region and/or contributing to the
greater good of SCCA racing. Based on that history, Neohio has created a Hall of Fame honoring Neohio
members, now in its 13" year. New members will be inducted at the awards party in 2027, adding to the 35
current members — see https://neohioscca.com/hall-of-fame/ .

This is a call for nominations. Nominees can be drivers or workers. Neohio members should send nomination
letters (email messages) along with an SCCA bio of the individual to Sherrie Weitzenhof, sweitzenho@aol.com.
The Hall of Fame committee (Sherrie Weitzenhof, Dorothy Harrington, Bob Roberts, Brenda Nick & Jeff
Blumenthal) will review the nominations based on the criteria, the nomination letter and the bio.

Purpose

To honor those who contributed to the region through their volunteer work or who brought honor to the
region for their accomplishments.

Criteria for membership

e Doesn’t have to be a current Neohio member but has to have made contributions to the region or
SCCA while a Neohio member

e The person spent a substantial amount of time as a Neohio member

e Foradriver, it has to be someone who has brought honor to the region for his/her accomplishments
on the national or professional level

Nominations

e A Neohio member has to make the nomination
e The nomination mustinclude a letter including why the nomination is being made, plus the person’s
bio with their SCCA related accomplishments.

Deadline for nominations is January 5, 2027. Please send to Sherrie Weitzenhof, sweitzenho@aol.com.

Candidates for Neohio Region Offices

Bill Snow Membership Chair

As the Membership Chair for the past several years, I've been dedicated to growing our region and
boosting member engagement. We've increased consistent communication to keep members
informed and connected, while creating memorable social events that strengthen our motorsport
community. Beyond membership, | actively contribute to both the Day of Motorsports and
Communications committees, focusing on ideas and execution to grow Neohio SCCA and bring more
enthusiasts into the region. It has been a privilege serving our region, and I'd appreciate your vote to
continue building an engaged, active, and welcoming region together.
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Join us for the NEOHIO Region Annual Meeting!

g

. f_?
N\ /a-—"ﬁ' DRO-KARTING

On November 17" we are returning once again to Boss Pro-Karting for this fun and exciting event!
Agenda

6:00 — 6:15 PM Arrival and check in

6:15 - 7:00 PM Dinner and Meeting (Annual review of programs)

7:00 PM Deadline for all mail and hand carried election ballots
7:15-8:30 PM Kart Racing

8:30—9:00 PM Trophy Presentation and Election Results Announced

Dinner

Pizza, Wings and Salad provided by NEOHIO Region, Beverages available for purchase

Race Format

e Three Race Championship format

e Two Qualifying Races per person

e Top 10 Qualifiers to Championship Race

e Consolation races for all other participants

e Championship Trophy (by Boss Pro) and Summit Gift Card prizes

Race package is $69 per person. Pre-register at https://www.bossprokarting.com/product/nechio-scca-banquet

Y I
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2027 Neohio Region Officers and Trustees Election Ballot
Vote online at: https://neohioscca.com/vote26
OR USE this page as a printed ballot.
Online voting closes at 11:59 PM November 16, 2026
Votes cast after midnight must be submitted in person at 2026 Annual Membership Meeting.

Your Membership Number:

Regional Executive - two-year term- vote for one:
Brandon Anderson:
Write in Candidate:

Assistant Regional Executive - one-year term- vote for one:
Bill Crowe: Rachel Rininger:
Write in Candidate:

Treasurer — one-year term- vote for one:
Joe Blaha:
Write in candidate:

Membership Secretary — one-year term — vote for one:
Bill Snow:
Write in candidate:

Recording Secretary — one-year term- vote for one:
Ray Glover:
Write in candidate:

Trustees — three-year term- vote for not more than three:

Thomas Benham: Adam Delong:
Chase MclIntyre (incumbent): Brenda Nick (incumbent):
Write in candidate(s):

Mailed ballots need to be postmarked by November 11, 2026, addressed to:
Dave Lancaster — Election Chairperson

11780 Arbor Glen Dr. Chardon, OH 44024

Rules:

Ballots must include an active SCCA Membership number on November 17, 2026, and must be listed as a member of Neohio
Region, SCCA Inc. Ballot names will be removed from the Membership list for privacy. Only one vote per active membership will be
counted.

Hand carried ballots should be brought to the Region Annual Meeting (Page 13) and turned in no later than 7:00 PM.

2026 Election Committee members will tally all Online and Printed ballots on November 17, 2026 at the Region Annual Meeting.
Provisional Election results will be announced at this meeting.

|
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Do you worry about your
young driver?

The Tire Rack Street Survival® Program is
meant for your child!

Motor vehicle accidents are the number one cause of death for teenagers in the US.

The Tire Rack Street Survival® program is a teen safe driving program designed to go beyond driver’s education and
give young drivers the hands-on experience and tools to become safer, smarter drivers.

The program provides:

e Trained, in-car driving instructors

e Hands-on experience in the student’s own vehicle

e Panic Braking

e Skid and Spin control/recovery

e Obstacle Avoidance

o Greater awareness regarding sharing the road with other vehicles

e Classroom educational experience for each student

e Experience abnormal vehicle behavior in a safe and supervised environment

NEOHIO Sports Car Club of America is bringing this program to Northeast Ohio in 2026:
e October 31 at DriveTeam in Peninsula from 8 AM to 4 PM
e Theregistration fee is $175 and includes continental breakfast and lunch.
e The program is open to drivers 15 years old through college on a learner’s permit or a regular driver’s
license.

Register at https://msreg.com/SSNeohio26
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From P35 To the Top Step of The Podium:

Brian Farnham’s Unbelievable Runoffs
Written by Bill Snow

This year marked Brian Farnham'’s tenth appearance in Formula Vee at the SCCA National Championship Runoffs, and
his fourth time taking on the turns of Road America. But no amount of experience could have prepared him for the
emotional rollercoaster that awaited him at the 2026 Runoffs.

Brian’s path to victory lane began with a crisis just three weeks before the event. During a summer test session at
Nelson Ledges Road Course, his primary car suffered significant on-track damage, leaving it beyond repair in time for
the championship. With the clock ticking, Brian and his dad turned to a backup chassis that had been sitting somewhat
idle for nearly 16 years. Working around the clock, father and son transferred every good part over to prepare the
chassis for a battle for the championship.

When they arrived at Road America, the struggle wasn't over. Testing week became a game of troubleshooting a
frustrating electrical gremlin. Once that was finally sorted, Brian put together a strong qualifying effort, only to hit
another major roadblock at tech inspection.

The tech inspectors determined his exhaust length fell outside the ruleset. Though competitors had used the same
setup in the past and it had passed inspection in previous years, it was deemed non-compliant this time. He protested,
lost, and made the decision to not continue the protest fight, but rather focus on getting to the grid. Demonstrating
the true spirit of the SCCA paddock, a
fellow competitor loaned Brian a different
collector so he could race. However, the
tech penalty wiped out his qualifying
times, putting him to the very back of the
field, in the 35th starting spot.

How does a driver mentally reset after a
blow like that?

“Control what you can control, do your
best, and lean on your dad over the radio,”
was Brian’s mindset.

When the green flag dropped, Brian put on a driving clinic, carving through traffic to overtake 14 cars in the first five
corners alone. But the drama was far from over. A hit from behind caused him to spin and sent him right back toward
the tail end of the field before a black flag halted the race on lap two for track cleanup.

When the field re-formed for the restart, Brian found himself lining up 19th. His revised strategy was simple: stop
looking at all the cars and just hunt down one car at a time.

Brian worked his way through the field. When he finally caught the lead pack, a fellow competitor even gave him a
quick wave, a silent "welcome back to the front".

With his car hooked up and draft tactics in full effect, Brian set his sights on positioning himself in the top three for the
final lap. Instead, he took charge early, leading the pack across the start/finish line for the final three laps. In a heart-
stopping run up the front stretch to the checkered flag, the top five cars crossed the finish line separated by just four-
tenths of a second.

Continued next page
|
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When the dust settled, Brian had captured the national championship victory by a razor-thin 0.089 seconds.

Reflecting on the weekend, Brian admitted the emotional swing was overwhelming. The night before the race was a
low point, he was so disappointed he couldn't even bring himself to go to dinner with his family. Less than 24 hours
later, he was standing atop the Runoffs podium on an absolute high.

Brian’s incredible drive from P35 to a National Championship serves as a testament to perseverance: we all dream
about winning from the back of the grid, but Brian Farnham proved that it is truly possible.

The Blower

NEEDS a New Editor!

After 5+ years at the helm, Bob Roberts has decided to step down.
The region thanks him for the fine job he has done keeping this venerable publication going strong!

We now need a new person to keep it going. This edition is created in Microsoft Word so there’s no special
software tool needed to put it together. The current template can be provided if the next editor wants to use it
or the design can evolve to a new creative vision. Bob reports that each monthly edition takes
6 — 8 hours to assemble.

If this appeals to you as a great volunteer opportunity, please contact me at regexec@neohioscca.com
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The Blower

Bob Roberts
newsletter@neohioscca.com

Your Place to Buy and Sell! I've Got It! You Want It! Classified Ads For Members

Ads run for 3 issues. Contact editor if your item sells before 3 issues or if you need to rerun your ad.

Advertisement Rates
Members FREE Classified Ads
e Non-classified ad rates:

e Full page—$90 / month (8” x 9.5”)
$250/ 3 months

e1/2 Page—545 / month (8" x
5.25”)$120/ 3 months

e 1/4 Page—S$25 / month (4”x5”)
$65 / 3 months

e 1/8 Page $15 / month (3.5"x2")
S40 3 months
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